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ABSTRACT * * \ . 

\V The guide describes the ipission /^object ive f and 

"function of the Migrant Education Resources Li^t /and Information 
NetWork (MERLIN) and defines the scopes of interest currently 

"identified as national priorities in migrant education. MERLIN i^ a 

* federally funded project designed to improve interstate and v / 
intrastate coordination of migrant education activities through the 
development of a comprehensive national database ^M- educational / 

Ye^ purees in ^ range of scopes relevant to the many needs of . 
migrants. MERLIN* s objective is to improve overall efficiency while 

'providing -a continuity of educational experience' for the mobile 
child. MERLIN' s. major resource categories are a human resource file 
of migrant education experts, a, program^ file of pro/jects 
specifically geared to migrant -needs, and a special Icurricular 

^methods and materials file: Current scopes of interest are the 
Migrant Student Record Transfer System, administrative needs;, 
identification and recruitment, parent and community involvement, r 
fcasic skills/ culture, English" as a second language, early childhood, 
special education, dropout prevention, credit accrual and graduation, 
career education, vocational education, and health and human 
services. Full implgjnentation of MERLIN will provide administrators, 
teachers, educational" researchers , support staff, and operating 
agencies with a current list af resources available from across the 
United States and Puerto Rico. (NEC) < 
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INTRMJCTIOir I'.-V- ■:.-, : .'f- v -.> : - '^f'£^;f - '/•••>, 

The 'Guide to MERLIN describes the Missfon , Objective and l,Funct'i'o.n of the\ : ';:*. , ; - 
Migrant Education Resource List aftd Information Network (MERLIN ), and 'd e f ines 




the Scopes of Interest currently' 'identified as" national . prior it ies-'in Migrant; 



. . The Guide has been developed to acquaint you with tne/.purpose of MERLIN;** '; 

to provide a^ directory for datarbase usefs,' and to establish guid e 1 ine s, for the 
. '". ' acauisitdfon o( resources. THe function and scope of MERLIN is by necessity . . ■// 
limited, primarily becaus^ the many 1 technical functions necessary to /plan ,| y / 
develop and utilize a computerized information datab^s^ must be, acct>mpiish6d. . . 



^ within the- gr^nt p^bpoSai^; timfe ^ r ; ' :7/ : '/ J J' ' ^ ;/ • ' 1 



The policy- bf MERt^N is that of ineutrality. We^will/^o a particular/^ 

advocacy ppsition f or ahyr person^ program *or qur^ricitf lum . :mythod . ^Evalpat ion of 
resources will He 'provided as part df a response as !these^ evaluations ara 



acquired.. Iris not^jte intent of MERLIN to overlap with- the functions of ^ , 



document cTearingliouse j ' therefore , all acquisitions are scr^ened..f or qverlap, 



5 f unction Jprid Scope. > . '.v;"''' 

: The Functions and Scopes -outlined' in thigj Guide are subject to. revision on 
the basis of changing "priorities in- the field of Migrant Education. K 
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MISSION 



.MERLIN- ^ project designed to' Improve interstate andV 

.• ■ • . . ', •'. ... '*" v '' .■■"^ : .7' : w ; . r '■ ■ " > . * ■ " " ■ .' "\ -f 

intrastate codfcdlnation of ^migr^t' education activities through the development 

r " ' '■■m-r- : f : i "' •' ' •' ' • '••>• ■>-•••'; ,, " ; 

■>6f a. comprehensive iiat;ibnal- database of educational resources in a range of 

. •• • i- ■.':••'.'.''{ •'-•*. i '• : f-,v. : ;^v : . ; "Vv/' •• '.*'' ' •*.''" : . : ; 

scopes relevant to the. many. heedg of a migrant population. , . v.;. [ 
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OBJECTIVES, 



The MERLIN database is designed to .allow the s tat ^education agecfcie^ • 
, local education agencies (LEA) and ot^e^r operating agencies to jretain - 
their own resources, and the control over, them, while channeling and . 
coordinating information about. the availability of those resources through a 
centralized database. The object is. to v improve the overall efficiency of the 

» 

organization while providing for a continuity of • educational experience fox th 

■«■» ■ * . *• * 

mobile ch£ld. . , ■■ > - 

- •.■ * 

Full implementation of MEI(LIN will provide administrators , teachers, 

educational researchers; support staff and operating agencies invol^| in 

migrant education activities nationwide ,^J^jj|gteatftrr en t list of resources ^ 

available from all parts of the country aWBfuerto Rico. 



; 



FUNCTIONS 



• • ' > . ■ « . -» . 

1 ■ ~ V # v 

7 Three major-categorJ.es/files of resources tiave been identified as functions 

/ ■ - ' .:■ / - - f 

to be. developed by MERLIN for migrant educators in order of priority as expressed 
by the MERLIN Consortium of States. # r ' . - 

> • . ■' * • -v •: . 4 ■ . 

For many years state directors of migrant education have been aware of the* 

■ ' ' " • ■ ' ' A 

wealth of expertise existing in all 'parts of the nation — people possessing 

■ < ■; a \ , ■ ■ ' ' ; 

diversity of skills essential to providing excellence in educational practices . 
t<^ toi grant students. A catalog of essential data on these experts had never 
been developed £or national, dissemination. * The Human Resource File becatoe our 
first priority. 

Many of the professionals identified are involved witi^|pariaging and 
developing programs specifically gear-ed to the needs o£, the mobile population*, 
and many innovative projects have been developed through federal funding. 
The need to network Pr/ograms became our second priority. < 

MERLIN dissemination efforts over 'the past year have provided us with 
evidence that Special Curricular Methods aryi-fclaterials are a critical Weed 
of migrant educators. This category became our third area of development^in 4 
lieu of a file of, fugitive documents called for in the project proposal. This 
choice not only affords a vehicle for meeting assessed nefeds^but provides* f or 
.the.eliminatibn of overlap with the functions of the document clearinghouse. 



< In Addition to'the major, resource categories, a limited manual file of 

- * ' . • ■ . ' . • : 

Litefatur 2 is being- developed from incoming educational sources such /as journals, 
periodical's , X news-letters, mondgraphsi and q£her scholarly publications, that may 
be of interest to migrant educa€ors or be reproduced for the requestor as part 

r 

of^ a response. 'This seVvice should not, $e- considered as a major function of 
this tixi^.* \ 

"es literature se|J|£hes ot other data-bases to migrar 

I, 



following 



MEtfLlN at 

MERLI N also provides literature se^^hes of other data-bases : to migrant 
educators 

i 

their own 

provide this service indiscriminately. 



in states that. do not have access capabilities available within 
state.' The project is charg/dlfor th^se searches and will not 



The three major functions /files of MERLIN' are described in detail on thd 



pages. 
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HUMAN RESOURCES 



File Description ' ' 4 ' 

The Professional People file includes, but'is not limited to, resources 
with exj/ertise i^i all facets of migrant education or in an area relevant to 
the needs of migrant children from infancy to adulthood. They possess 

expertise addressing the basic skills, individualized instruction, student 

— > 1 - a 

placement and diagnosis, tutoring, Computer instruction, communication skills, 
cultural understanding and appreciation^ early childhood education, vocational 
education, Special education, speech p$tholo*gy, computer assisted education, 
bilinguaj. education and ESL, music and the $r^ts, prevention and treatment *of 
juvenile delinquency, family enrichment, self estfeem, all aspects of physical 
and mental healttj, safe *ise of pesticides, school dropout prevention, credit 
accrual for graduation .and career "education; administrative? needs such as 
program development, evaluation and planning, fiscal management, needs assess- 
ment, MSRTS,^fiiftd allocation, iateragency coordination, dissemination ^ stress ' 
management and technical experts in systems management; and skills such as 
parental involvement, parent organizations, school-community coordination, * < 

identification and recruitment. Resource peopfle may be classified ^s keynote <*. # 
speakers, consultants, v^ecturers^workshop presenters, demonstrators, inservic 1 ?*^ 

' ' " ' 1* •• ' . •? 

providers, and educational researchers. They ate experts tthose services can be * 
of value to researchers, SEAs, LEAs<3and agencie^lor people involved in migrant 
education in anyj way, at any leVel ^tt^^ Puerto Rico. 
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. PROGRAMS 



File D escri ption . ~ 

' f - 

• The program file, includes a broad spectrum covering the basic migrant 

■ , • / " , . ■ / . 

'education programs providing instructional services to migrant children in 

i • •■ v ' . 7* ' ' • . . 

, year round pjrogfams., summer programs and /the . Section 143 projects, ■ 

" ' / " 

t Both individual model/exemplary pix>grams and^broad" program design are of 

, ■ . . % J * 

interest. Aspects of program administration, suchas grantsmanship and financial 

. V 7 
- support, program design, implementation J < development and evaluation; -effectiveness 

' ' * ' ' ■ v - " ' I % 

of specific pfograms or models; cost ^effceiStiveness* and strategies for educational 

. change and improvement. t 
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CURRIGJJLAR MATERIALS AND METHODS, 



/ 

4 

File Description 



■J 



All aspects of curriculum and instruction relating to or adaptable for 

• A, .. - . - • • \ 

the e£urati\Qn of migrant students from the^early childhood level through 

adulthood are of Interest. Although" any conventional teaching methods and - 

'* # ■ » 

materials that can be app^ri^^tp the^migrant ^creation setting is acceptable , 

emphasis is placed on methods and techniques that are specifically designed or 

adaptecftfor v use by teachers and students in migrant education programs. Print 

and nonprint curricular materials and the design, development, enrichment, 

implementation, evaluation and cost-effectiveness are included. c*. „ 



LIST OF 



ES 



M.S.R.T'.S. 

Administrative Needs 
Identification and Recruitment . 
Parent and Community^ Involvement 
Basic Skills 
Culture 

English as a Second Language 
Early Childhood 
Special Education 5 
Dropout Prevention, Credit Accrual and Graduati 
Career Education 
Vocational Education 
Health and Human Services 




M.S.R.T.S. 



Sc^pe of Interest ^ . . 

. / 

The Migrant Student Record Transfer System is a national data base 
conceived and implemented with the fundamental purpose of storing and 
transferring educational and health data on the nation's 600,000 migrant 
children* The data base , located in Little Rock, Arkansas ,( stores quantities . 
of data and transmits information in ways never possible before the emergence 
of the computer. 

Each state has direct aicess "to the data base through one or more 
terminals. 11 These terminals constitute the means by which records are updated 
and requested. T: 

MSRTS, which has; been in operation for almost 15 -years, is capable of 
v supplying states with much more than records on migrant children. It has 
become the source for determining funding; allowing migrant education to be 
one of the few programs funded on exact student counts. The computer can 
supply state directors with summary data on migrant education.' The computer 
can summarize items like test scores, student enrollments or educational 
skills. In addition, its mere presence has formed interstate cooperation^ in 
diverse areas such as recruitment^ secondary credit exchange and the creation 

m 

of ^nationally accepted list of educational skills. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE NEEDS . " / 



Scope of Interest % . ■ 

Administrators in migrant education are interested in the provision of 
supplemental educational services to migrant children as it relates to adminis- 
trative neetfs assessment, staff development, funds allocation, fiscal management, 
proposal writing, reicruiting methods, identification methods , student data 
exchange, pupil accounting, program evaluation, program development, information 
dissejnination, interagency and interstate coordination and stress management. 
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IDENTIFICATION AND RECRUITMENT 



1 



ScopeCg^ Irix-ef&st * 1 - ♦ * 

The purpdse of Identification and Recruitment is primarily of importance 
to the funding of individual state plans that provide for special services to 
migrant children. The focus is on training in methods of identifying and 
enrol litest udents, in MSRTS, obtaining essential data of . these students , 



■■.'V 



understanding • of migrant ^JLfestyles and the organization of migrant educatipn 
on, the .national ley technical assistance is available in areas of 

i recruitfer , trainiitg, diss^mUnation of guidelines, design and revision of 

"' . '■' ■ ' - ' 

enrollment f cTrms <and on-^*te assistance; and methods and techniques for 

^S^e^^fe^t ^o^fepcialvheedis of the family unit and in coordinating the 

a^Ey^J^es o^- local parent advisory councils. 

Ui J- ** ' 
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\ PARENT * AND COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 



Scope of Interest * \ \ 

Parent and Community Involvement is of interest as both^parents and the 
community, play an active role in the quality and effectiveness of education 
; Tor the migrant student. Parental Involvement includes all areas in which 

V ' ' 4- 

■\ parents participate at the local, regional and national? level and the impact i 

.... ■ { ■• " ' , 

of parent groups on the policies of migrant education. The focus i£ on * 

effective parenting education, parental attitudes toward acrid 0 aspiraf ions for 

their children and their education; parent training foij all types of parental 

[ Involvement, and parent effectiveness in programs at they early childhood, 

elementary and secondary level; and relationships betwe,eik parent and*child, '* 

parent ^nd teacher, parent and school administrator, and ^parent and school ' * 

board. Community involvement is fpcused on community attitudes, responsibility-^ ' * 

community cooperation and the individuals responsibility to and leadership role 

in the cpmmunity; and availability of andgaccess to all community resources and 

services . 9 > 



-\- is 
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: j, ' ■ ..:;;-v^f ■;• ■/■■.■ 

■ . \ .\ ■ BA§IC SKILLS \(. \f# 

Scope of Interest <t 

The primary objective of migrant educators ^ts to provide education to 
migrant children from preschool through high scftobl in the basic skills as 
outlined in the nationally accepted Basic Skills List which includes ma^h 
skills*, English reading skills, Spanish reading skills , English oral language 
skills, Spanish oral language skills and Early Childhood skills.- Of interest 
aVe program desfgn^ staff development , -material development, adaptation and 

■ V \ ' V . ' 

selection, test selection and testing procedures, diagnostic-prescriptive 

A V ■ . r 

appi?oaches to instruction j computer assisted instruction and management, and 

remediation a£d tutoring techniques. 



* 9 



CULTURE 



J - . 



J>cope of Interest 

Culture is of concern as it relates to the education, -attitudes and 
self-image of the language minority students of <a mobile population and the 

attitudes and behavior of the stable major culture, including attitudes of 

t . ■ • 

teachers toward the limited English proficient (LEP) migrant child. The focus- 
is on techniques and%jfethods to increase student awareness and* appreciation of 
their own and other girbups ! cultural anct social heritage; social-emotional 
adjustment, cultur^^maintenanCe and acculf \ . at ion into the mjdnstream;, and the 
of -tive development of 'attitudes to reduce .bias, sterOTtyping and discrimination. 
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ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE 



Scope of Interest * 

English as a Second Language as an element of Bilingual Education is* of 
concern as it relates to theoty and practice of teaching English to and learning 
English by non-English speaking migrant students, innt- ruction I pt .^tices, 

* methodologies, assessment and program evaluation and involves: the structure of 

• * « . 

* .iie English language including phonology, morphology, syntax and semantics; 

attitudes and motivation of ESL students and teachers as determined by socio- 
cultural and psychological factors; emotional and" perceptual aspects of acquiring 
English as a, second language; ESL for students illiterate in their native language 
for special purposes such as the instruction of science , tecttnical skills and 
vocational education; and the techniques and practices for preparation of 
mainstreaming Vinto the regular classroom. „ 



c 
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■ V 
-EARLY CHILDHOOD 



Scope of Interest ■ ' ' ' ■ v ' 

£11 aspects of Larly Childhood Education, child development theory and 
research cor. -erning children from birth to age eight are of importance to 

3) 

migrant educators. Interest oh a broad level includes instructional design, 

development , innovation and evaluation of programs, curriculum and teaching 
» * * \ 

Cqejthods and materials appropriate f br and geared to the need^ of the 'migrant 

child. . Of particular concern is the development , of : positive self-concept 

and understanding of the feelings of self and others; positive relation of the 

child with the family, peers and community ; knowledge an4 understanding of .the 

physical and natural world and . human impact on the environment; favorable 

attitudes and behavior toward school *and* learning; skills in the cognitive 

processes such .as inquiring, creating, observing, generalizing, experimenting, 

classifying, verifying, quantifying, evaluating and problem solving. Also of 

interest are verbal and non-verbal dommunication skills , development of 

'personal expression and appreciation through literature and the arts, physical 

skills, motor coordination, health and safety practices and group interaction; 

and testing techniques, individual assessment, and placement for large group, 



small group and individualized instruction. * 
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SPECIAL EDUCATION 



Scope g>f Inj^eye'st 

, : . 11 . . ■ - v . " . • 

— * .The education of special or exceptional children is of concern as it i 
relates to limited-English proficient handicapped, handicapped, and gifted 
migrant students. Handicapped children include the hearing impaired, visually 
■impaired, mentally retarded , -physically handicapped , behaviorally. disturbed, 
learning difeable^V-epeech impaired and multiple handicapped. The gifted and . 
talented include childreif with a high academic ability /outstanding talents 
and/or high creative ability. Of interest are alt testing, assessment and 



evaluation methods to accurately measure ^the person \s apti tude, >achievement 
lever or whatever the test purports, to measure; subject content and development 
of the individualized education program; the design, development, innovation and 
evaluation of curriculum methods, teaching. materials and equipment'; -special 
bilingual programs, curriculum, and materials; and techniques of mains tr earning 
into the regular classroom. 1 ' 
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DROPOUT PREVENTION, CREDIT ACCRl/AL AND GRADUATION 



Scope of Interest , , * / \ • ■ 

All aspects of Dropout Prevention, Credit, Accrual arid Graduation , are of 
interest to migrant^educators, as it .relates to the extremely^ high dropout 
rate, arid the severe limitations that the lack of education places on the 
personal and economic growth of the migrant youth. The impetus nationally, is 
: on the methods and techniques, to provide motivation to remain in or return to 

school, acquisition of credits through interstate and intrastate cooperation,, • 

■ 'i * . , '. . * > 

and prevocational and vocational guidance in development of skills and/or . ° 
acquiring postsecondary education. On a broad level the focus is on curricular v 
design, development, enrichment, innovation, evaluation and cost effectiveness 
of p'ro£rams for providin&^'academic assistance, counseling, cultural enrichment, 
career planning and support services for reducing the dropout tate and increasing 

A t ■ 

opportunity for alternate lifestyles for migrant, students. 
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CAREER EDUCATION 



Scope of Interest . * 

^Career Education^is of particular importance to migrant educators as it \v* 

V • , • * ( i r " . u ' v '"^;' 

rebates to the aim of migrant education - tp provide the child with o{fti"ons of 
1 lifestyle,. 5 Emphasis is on an infusion of career relevant curricula into the 

r % 

regular classroom activities, from the elementary grades through high ^£hool, 

, providing for an understanding of the naturae and purpose .of subject, matter as * 

* " <r 

it relates to specific careers and occupations* Of interest is instructional 

" n k 

design, development, innovation and evaluation, of methods and materials in 
guidance techniques for understanding self, personal attributes, interests and 
abilities as it relates to career choices, and in *3leveloping a healthy self- 
concept; and instructional practices and methods for developing skills^in 
decision-making, productive use of time and career development activities wh£ch 
prepare the student *£o seek, obtain and ultimately hold jobs. - 



2$ 



V ? . ; ; VOCATIONAL EDUCATION^ 



Scope of Interest 

<\ ■ ■ ■ . /• ; . . .. >, /./ 

The interest in Vocational education for migrant educators is much like * 
■ ; . '■ * ' ' _ • . ^ ,> 

that of Career. Education^ with the additional acquisition, of a specific job 

skill. Of interest is instfCc^onal -design, development and fevalrtiation of " ■ r 

curriculum snd instruct fere in- $fceV single skill operatives, highly, skilled and "> 

technical c oceupat ions^|^^.^e^tM& of preparation fo s i>» certification arid licensing 

requirements. • ■ • 

. •* ■ v ^^"v^rb ; ; ■ * • ■ - 

' . » ..>■"•''>• /n.- . ,.;!flv- ■■■■ .. 
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" •;. pALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 



Scope of Interest o \ 

This scope inyolve's all factors relevant to the physiqal and mental health 
.of migrant families. It includes educational practices,* community services, * 
medical treatment, immunization and screening; curr^Lcula^ materials, methods 
and programs^for all age levels i^ -health, -' 'safety £ ^rivers, physical and sex 

\ . " ■ :..'.uv ■ ' . ' ■ ■ + 

education; and special projects in water safety, safe . use of pesticides , drug 
and alcohol abuse, teenage, pregnancy, and the prevention of child abuse and , 
. neglebt . .. .\ « 
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